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AlbertaAlberta

� 1670 area was Rupert’s Land under Hudson’s Bay 
Company, later part of North-West Territories

� 1731 French settlements
� 1870 BMD Registration, but a few BMD date back 
to 1850

� 1882 part of North-West Territories was 
declared “District of Alberta”

� 1905 Alberta enlarged & declared a province
� “Vital Statistics” searches & certificates must be 
ordered through an agent
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British ColumbiaBritish Columbia

� 1774 Explored by Spaniard Hernández
� 1790 Spanish settlement formed
� 1795 British seized control
� 1871 became province
� BC Archives has free online indexes to: 
births 1872-1903, baptisms 1836-1885, 
marriages 1859-1932, deaths 1872-1987

� Genweb has some electoral rolls, censuses, 
directories, indexes to newspaper extracts
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www.www.bcarchivesbcarchives..govgov..bcbc.ca.ca

http://www.bcarchives.bc.ca/
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ManitobaManitoba

� 1611 Henry Hudson sailed into “Hudson Bay”
� 1668 first trading voyage led to founding of 
Hudson’s Bay Company & NW Company – both set 
up fur trading forts (then in NW Territories)

� Many French traders as well, led to French and 
Indian war of 1763, won by Britain

� 1870 became a province
� Hudson’s Bay Company Archives now in Winnipeg

� Genweb has land grants, cemetery indexes, 
censuses
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Manitoba Vital StatisticsManitoba Vital Statistics
http://http://vitalstatsvitalstats..govgov..mbmb.ca.ca
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New BrunswickNew Brunswick

� 1534 explored by Jacques Cartier (French)
� 1604 Colony founded
� French controlled until 7 years War (1756-63) 
after which controlled by Britain

� 1783 American Revolutionary War ended, with 
Maine/ New Brunswick border unresolved

� 1838-9 a bloodless war
� 1867 New Brunswick was one of 4 original 
provinces of Canada, joining Confederation

� Only constitutionally bilingual province (French & 
English)
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BMD searchBMD searchhttp://archives.gnb.ca



© Kerry Farmer   Jan 2010

New Brunswick Provincial ArchivesNew Brunswick Provincial Archives
http://archives.http://archives.gnbgnb.ca.ca
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NB ArchivesNB Archives

© Kerry Farmer June 2008
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Newfoundland Newfoundland 
& Labrador& Labrador

� Newfoundland is an island – Labrador is on mainland
� AD 1000 L’Anse aux Meadows (on Newfoundland) 
founded by Leif Ericson’s Vikings (first known 
settlement by Europeans in Americas)

� 1497 John Cabot “rediscovered” for England
� 1583 Sir Humphrey Gilbert claimed Newfoundland 
as England’s first overseas colony 

� 1907 became (independent) dominion
� 1949 joined Canada as “Newfoundland province”
� 1964 renamed “Newfoundland & Labrador”
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Newfoundland’s Newfoundland’s 
Grand BanksGrand Banks
Genealogy SiteGenealogy Site

(BMD, Parish Records, (BMD, Parish Records, 
Cemeteries, Wills, Cemeteries, Wills, 
Passenger Lists)Passenger Lists)

http://http://ngbngb..chebuctochebucto.org/index.html.org/index.html
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Nova ScotiaNova Scotia

� 1497 John Cabot landed
� 1604 French colony Acadia established
� 1620 “Plymouth Council for New England” declared 
Chesapeake Bay to Acadia as “New England”

� 1621 first Scottish settlement under 1st Earl of 
Stirling, initially failed for lack of emigrants

� 1624 James VI declared new order of baronets, 
for those who sent 6 labourers or artisans, armed 
& supplied for 2 years - for 6 months nobody took 
up offer until James compelled
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Nova ScotiaNova Scotia
(cont)(cont)

� 1629 declared to be part of mainland Scotland
� 1631 Charles 1 ceded Acadia to France 
� Conquered or ceded alternately by Britain & 
France until “Great Expulsion” of Acadians in 1755

� 1867 became province
� 1868 voted to secede & refused to recognize 
Confederation – never rescinded
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Nova ScotiaNova Scotia
(cont)(cont)

� Late 1770s in Nova Scotia town clerks began 
recording BMDs (incomplete)

� Civil Registration 1864-1877 then lapsed 
� 1908 Civil registration restarted – residents 
could do “delayed registration” for identification

� Genweb has censuses from 1817, Passenger Lists
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www.www.novascotiagenealogynovascotiagenealogy.com.com
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OntarioOntario

� 1610-11 Henry Hudson searched unsuccessfully for 
a polar route to Asia. After camping through 
winter, he planned to continue the search but his 
crew mutinied & set him adrift in open sea. 
Survivors of mutiny were acquitted of murder, in 
exchange for their knowledge of the New World

� 1770s settled by Loyalists escaping American 
Revolution

� War of 1812 between America & Britain (& thus 
Canada)

� Immigrants 20% English, 20% Scottish, 60% Irish
� 1867 one of original 4 provinces in Confederation
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Ontario Ontario 
Vital StatisticsVital Statistics

� Ancestry.ca has 
Ontario digital images
of certificates of 
births 1869-1909, 
marriages 1857-1924, 
deaths 1869-1934
(also some marriage 
banns & licenses)

� Genweb has censuses 
1790s to 1911

Births 1883
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Ontario Ontario 
Marriage Marriage 
BannsBanns
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Ontario Marriage Ontario Marriage 
LicenseLicense
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Marriage (Register)Marriage (Register)
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Ontario Death Ontario Death 
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Prince Prince 
Edward IslandEdward Island

� Originally part of French colony of Acadia 
� 1755 many came from Nova Scotia expulsion
� 1763 France gave to Britain after 7 Years War & it 
was renamed “St John’s Island”

� 1775 1st invasion by Americans of foreign land
� Attracted Loyalist refugees from America
� 1798 renamed “Prince Edward Island” 
� Fashionable retreat for 19th century British nobility
� Rejected joining Confederation in 1867 but fears of 
American expansion led to joining in 1873
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Prince Prince 
Edward IslandEdward Island

� 1906 Civil Registration began
� Many church records lost to fire / flood, but 
(some of) the following survive: 
– Baptisms 1886-1906
– Marriages 1787-1919
– Burials prior to 1906
– BMD after 1906
Held at Public Archives Office of PEI & must be 
searched on site or by agent

� PEI Genweb has Censuses from 1728, Directories, 
Passenger Lists, Baptisms 1777-1886, Wills
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QuebecQuebec
((QuQuéébecbec))

� 1534 Jacques Cartier claimed for France
� 1541 First French colony in “New France”
� 1608 Quebec City founded
� 1620s RC priests began keeping BMDs
� RC church controlled 30% of New France 
(Acadia, Quebec, Newfoundland & Louisiana) 

� Church chartered “Compagnie des Cent-Associés”
– fur trade control in exchange for expanding & 
settling New France
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QuebecQuebec
((QuQuéébecbec))

� 1662 Church-sponsored company dissolved
� 1663-1759 New France a province of France
� Britain won 7 Years War, ruled Quebec 
1760-1867

� 1867 Quebec became a province of Canada
� 1926 Civil Registration in Quebec province 
separated from church record keeping
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Quebec (Quebec (QuQuéébecbec) ) RecordsRecords

Ancestry.ca has Quebec vital & church records 
1621-1967 (Drouin Collection)

Baptism
14 June, 1896

Joseph 
Ephraim Auger
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Quebec (Quebec (QuQuéébecbec) ) RecordsRecords

Marriage 
Joseph Auger & 
Philomène Vallée

16 July 1872
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Quebec (Quebec (QuQuéébecbec) ) RecordsRecords

Burial of Thomas Auger, 52 years, 15 May 1897
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SaskatchewanSaskatchewan

� 1774 Hudson’s Bay Co post first settlement
� 1870s Northwest Territories founded between 
British Columbia & Manitoba

� 1874 North West Mounted Police settled (largely 
to keep out US expansion). They then allowed BC 
to link by rail to eastern Canada,  rather than US

� 1880s Canadian Pacific Railway built – free land to 
any willing settlers

� 1885 North-West Rebellion by “First Nation” 
Métis, declared provisional govt – leader hanged

� 1905 became province
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Saskatchewan Vital StatisticsSaskatchewan Vital Statistics
https://www.https://www.iscisc.ca/.ca/VitalStatisticsVitalStatistics/Genealogy//Genealogy/vsgsvsgs__srchsrch..aspxaspx
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Saskatchewan Vital StatisticsSaskatchewan Vital Statistics
http://http://vsgsvsgs.health..health.govgov..sksk.ca.ca
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Northwest Northwest 
TerritoriesTerritories

� 1870 Hudson’s Bay Company 
transferred Rupert’s Land & 
North-Western Territory to 
govt of Canada – most of 
non-confederated Canada

� As new provinces formed, NW 
Territories gradually reduced

� Incomplete BMD (Births, 
Marriages, Deaths) from 1925

� NWMP online 1873-1904

1859

Population:
–1871 48,000

–1881 56,000

–1891 99,000

–1901 20,000

–1911 6,500

–2006 41,500
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NunavutNunavut

� 1576 Martin Frobisher (leading expedition to 
find NW Passage) thought he found gold – had 
not, but he captured 4 Inuit & took them to 
England where they perished

� Most islands of Nunavut were formerly British 
Arctic Territories

� 1999 split from NW Territories
� BMD by mail - was & is necessary to travel 
outside territory for medical treatment so 
births & deaths often elsewhere



© Kerry Farmer   Jan 2010

YukonYukon
TerritoryTerritory

� 19th century Hudson Bay Company fur traders
� 1846 John Bell established trading post at what 
would become Fort Yukon – then in Russian Alaska

� 1867 Russia feared unable to defend Alaska from 
British – sold Alaska to US ($7.2 million)

� 1869 Alaska expelled Hudson’s Bay Company
� 1885 discovery of gold, led to NWMP in area
� 1897 Klondike Gold Rush, led to railway
� 1898 created as separate territory (fears of large  
number of American miners)
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Canadian Library & ArchivesCanadian Library & Archives
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Library & Archives IndexLibrary & Archives Index



© Kerry Farmer   Jan 2010

Census FrontCensus Front
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Census Search 1851Census Search 1851
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1851 1851 
Ontario Ontario 
CensusCensus
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1851 Census Quebec1851 Census Quebec
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1871 Census Ontario1871 Census Ontario
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http://http://automatedgenealogyautomatedgenealogy.com.com

Transcriptions 
of Canadian 

censuses

& (free) index
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http://http://automatedgenealogyautomatedgenealogy.com.com
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Lib & Archives MilitaryLib & Archives Military
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WW1 P1WW1 P1
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WW1 Service Record P2WW1 Service Record P2
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South Africa SearchSouth Africa Search
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South Africa p2South Africa p2
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SA p9 ApplicationSA p9 Application
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SA MedicalSA Medical
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South Africa p7 deathSouth Africa p7 death
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FindMyPastFindMyPast
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Ships & Seafarers of Ships & Seafarers of 
Atlantic Canada  Atlantic Canada  [CD][CD]
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http://www.http://www.rootswebrootsweb.ancestry.com/~.ancestry.com/~canwgwcanwgw//
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http://www.http://www.thatsmyfamilythatsmyfamily.info.info
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http://www.http://www.ingeneasingeneas.com.com
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http://www.http://www.familysearchfamilysearch.org.org
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Index to Upper Canada Index to Upper Canada 
Land Books 1787Land Books 1787--1841  1841  [CD][CD]
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Also on Ancestry.caAlso on Ancestry.ca

� Civil divorces granted 1867-1919

� “Canada Obituary Collection”, 
extracted obituaries from 
newspapers, including recent
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World Vital RecordsWorld Vital Records


