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VikingsVikings

793 - 1066 Vikings plunder & settle Europe, also influencing language
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Scandinavia Scandinavia 
in 1020in 1020
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The The Kalmar Kalmar Union (1397Union (1397--1520)1520)
� Old royal line of Norway died out in 1319 – Norway then 

united with Denmark

� 1350 Black Death kills half Norwegian population. Farms 
abandoned 

� 1397 The Kalmar Union united Denmark, 
Norway & Sweden under a single 
monarch. The countries gave up 
their sovereignty but not their independence

� 1521 Sweden thought the Danes had too much power & 
broke away from union

� 1536 Denmark declared Norway to be a Danish province
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Napoleonic Wars 1803Napoleonic Wars 1803--1815 1815 
& Scandinavian consequences& Scandinavian consequences

� Denmark sided with 
Napoleon, Sweden opposed

� After Napoleon’s defeat, 
Denmark gave Norway to  
Sweden, although Denmark 
kept Norway’s overseas 
possessions 

� Widespread Norwegian 
resistance to the Union with 
Sweden led to Norway 
keeping independence & 
constitution, within a personal 
union with Sweden
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Norwegian IndependenceNorwegian Independence

� 1905 Sweden–Norway Union dissolved & Norwegian 
government committee to decide new King of Norway

� Prince Carl of Denmark (2nd son of Danish King) had 
married his first cousin Princess Maud of Wales 
(youngest daughter of future King Edward VII of UK), 
nominated as new King

� Prince Carl called for referendum to decide whether 
Norway to have republican government or monarchy. 
79% voted for monarchy

� 22 June 1906 coronation of King Haakon VII & 
Queen Maud of Norway. He ruled till 1957 death
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Norwegian Norwegian 
CountiesCounties County (fylke) &Town
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Scandinavian Naming PatternsScandinavian Naming Patterns
� Patronymic naming system, using the father’s given 

name as identifier for his children

� Thus eg if Hans Hermansen had a daughter Birte, 
she was given the name Birte Hansdatter
(sometimes written Hansdtr or Hansdr), 
meaning Birte the daughter of Hans 

� His son Herman would become Herman Hansen, 
meaning Herman the son of Hans

� Women kept their surname even after marriage
� There were only a limited number of given names, 

which produced a limited number of surnames. 

� It looked as if each generation had a new surname
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Scandinavian Given Name PatternsScandinavian Given Name Patterns

Given names:
1st son = Father’s father’s name
2nd son = Mother’s father
3rd son = Father
4th son = Father’s grandfather
5th son = Mother’s grandfather

1st daughter = Father’s mother’s name
2nd daughter = Mother’s mother
3rd daughter = Mother
4th daughter = Father’s grandmother
5th daughter = Mother’s grandmother

If eg mother’s & father’s fathers each had the same 
name, then 2 children named the same
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Scandinavian Naming Patterns Scandinavian Naming Patterns (Cont)(Cont)

� To distinguish people with the same apparent 
surnames, sometimes the farm name was 
added at the end as an extra word of the 
surname

� Sometimes suffix –eie was added to the farm 
name to distinguish the employee who lived on 
the farm from the farm’s owner
eg Hans Hermansen Fossumeie (“of Fossum”)

� Since the farm name indicated residence, 
this name changed with every move to a new 
location
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Scandinavian Naming Patterns Scandinavian Naming Patterns (Cont)(Cont)

When Scandinavians migrated to an 
English speaking country, they maybe 
anglicized a difficult surname, 
or maybe kept the last used patronymic 
or even the last used farm name as their 
new surname 

- or maybe invented something entirely 
different
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Scandinavian AlphabetsScandinavian Alphabets
� 29 letters in the alphabet. A – Z as in English but then 3 

characters follow (different order in different countries)

� æ/Æ - ä/Ä sounds like vowel in ‘men’. Swedish uses double 
dots, Norwegian & Danish write as æ/Æ It is always a long 
vowel (& usually stressed syllable in the word)

� ø/Ø - ö/Ösounds like vowel in ‘bird’. Can be long or short 
vowel. Again, Sweden uses the double dot form, Norwegian & 
Danish write it as “o-slash”

� å/Å (aa/Aa)sounds like the vowel in ‘fall’. Norway & Sweden 
adopted “a-ring” earlier, Denmark kept ‘aa’ longer

� When copying out Scandinavian words, cannot just ignore 
copying accents. More changes than just pronunciation – it is 
a long way from Lovik to Løvik
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Researching Ancestor OverseasResearching Ancestor Overseas

As always, start by gathering as much 
information as possible from local 
documents first, and see where that 
leads you overseas



14

© Kerry Farmer 2010

Australian MarriageAustralian Marriage
Berŭm
Agerhuŭs
Norway

Hans Hermansen,
Blacksmith 

and 
Inger Halvorsen

Berthe Marie Hansen
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IGI IGI Birte Birte ChristeningChristening

Note – HALVORSDR not HALVORSEN

IGI has chosen to index her HANSEN

Now Berthe Marie is Birte Maria
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IGI Siblings SearchIGI Siblings Search
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Search in IGI for SiblingsSearch in IGI for Siblings
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Digital Parish RegistersDigital Parish Registers
www.www.arkivverketarkivverket.no/URN:kb_read.no/URN:kb_read

Look for link to English language
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Digital Parish RegistersDigital Parish Registers
www.www.arkivverketarkivverket.no/URN:kb_read.no/URN:kb_read

Included in Parish Registers are :

Birth & Baptism records, 
Confirmation records, 
Marriage records, 
Death & Burial records, 
Stillbirth records, 
Immigration & Emigration records, 
“Leaving the State Church”  & 
Dissenters’ Birth records
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Digital Parish RegistersDigital Parish Registers
www.www.arkivverketarkivverket.no/URN:kb_read.no/URN:kb_read
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Digital Parish RegistersDigital Parish Registers
www.www.arkivverketarkivverket.no/URN:kb_read.no/URN:kb_read

115.  28 Apr    5 Juli       Birte Maria       Legit Hans Hermans. og Inger
(birth) (baptism) Halvors.  Fossum   

Ø. Bærum

4 sponsors’ names
© Kerry Farmer 2010
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IGI marriageIGI marriage
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Digitised header pageDigitised header page
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Digital of Marriage pageDigital of Marriage page
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Digital Parish RegistersDigital Parish Registers
www.www.arkivverketarkivverket.no/URN:kb_read.no/URN:kb_read

“ 31st Hans Hermansen    Fossum    Fossum     29   Herman Gabrielsen
“          Inger Halvorsdatter  Norderhov    “           30   Halvor Henriksen

(marr date) (groom & bride) (born) (residence) (age) Lerbergeie
(fathers)

v 1823 & 1824
(best men names & addresses)   (banns dates)  (who requested  (if no banns   (when had 

banns)             why not)        smallpox or 
vaccination)
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Digital Parish RegistersDigital Parish Registers
www.www.arkivverketarkivverket.no/URN:kb_read.no/URN:kb_read

Later burials give occupation, marital status, 
spouse or father’s name & occupation, birth date & 
place of residence, where died, cause of death, 
& has death been reported for probate

Sometimes wife just referred to as Kone (wife) of 
(husband’s name) & not referred to by her name at all

30 Aug    “   “ 5   son of Herman Gabrielsen (of) Fossum Hans     2 years
(1813)        (Sep 5)
(Death)     (Burial)
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Burial 1900Burial 1900
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ProbateProbate
� Found in Regional Archives
� Probate lists relationships of heirs
� Not everyone had probate records but if minor 

children survive (aged under 25) then probate is 
necessary

� Guardians usually appointed from father’s side 
unless no one survives, then from mother’s side 
else non-relative appointed

� Some probate records survive from 1660 
but almost all from 1685 (so maybe can trace 
before parish registers)

� LDS has filmed probate records 1660-1850
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ConfirmationsConfirmations

Confirmations
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Digital Parish RegistersDigital Parish Registers
www.www.arkivverketarkivverket.no/URN:kb_read.no/URN:kb_read

Confirmations 1829

Hans Hermansen Fossum      1814 Fossum       Father: Herman Gabrielsen
Oct 26                  Fossum & Mother: Berthe

(born)         Amundsdatter

Religious               Diligence                          29 Oct 1816 vaccinated
Knowledge                                                       (against smallpox)



31

© Kerry Farmer 2010

Digital Digital 
Parish Parish 

Registers Registers 
AvailableAvailable

onlineonline
for for 

AskerAsker
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Illegitimate birth from 1734Illegitimate birth from 1734
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Census 1Census 1
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Census 2Census 2
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Census 3Census 3

Next, click on county

Hans HERMANSEN in 1865
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Census 4Census 4

There are 2 Hans Hermansen
in Akershus,
but only 1 in Asker

© Kerry Farmer 2010
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Census 5Census 5

Name          relations   Occup.      Marr      age  sex    born 
or un-

Name             relations Occup.     Marr   age sex born 
or un-

Coal worker with land
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www.www.arkivverketarkivverket.no.no
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Emigrant & Migration ListsEmigrant & Migration Lists
� From 1867 police kept emigrant lists giving 

name, place of residence, age, date of 
departure, destination & sometimes ship

� Some emigrant lists on digital archives lists 
(listed among parish records) but LDS has 
filmed 1867-1900

� People moving within Norway had to register 
at Lutheran church until 1900 & with local 
police until 1945. Registers held at regional 
archives
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Immigration RecordsImmigration Records

Date        Name         Age  Occupation    Where   Mentioned
came from in register

Held in the parish records
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BygedebBygedebøøker ker (Local History Books)(Local History Books)
www.www.lokalhistorielokalhistorie.no/.no/englishenglish.html.html

� A single or multiple volume history of a community 
(not for large cities)

� MAY have history, geography & economics of a 
community

� DOES have genealogy or family history of local area, 
often giving detailed history of farms & all who lived 
there

� A secondary document, compiled from multiple 
sources, so may have errors

� Bygedebøker found in large libraries (especially 
American) & some Norwegian bookshops. See 
above website to find if one exists for area
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Rootsweb Norway pagesRootsweb Norway pages
www.rootsweb.com/~www.rootsweb.com/~wgnorwaywgnorway
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DIS DIS Norge Norge –– www.www.disnorgedisnorge.no.no
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DIS DIS Norge Norge CemeteriesCemeteries
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LDS LDS 
Catalogue Catalogue 

Search Search 
by placeby place

enter in ‘Place’ fieldenter in ‘Place’ field

(do not use ‘Part of’)(do not use ‘Part of’)
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The history & The history & 
geography of geography of 

the area would the area would 
have affected have affected 
your ancestors your ancestors 
& may explain & may explain 

their emigrationtheir emigration

Read about the history, geography, tourism & 
culture at sites like norway.com


